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Leader:  Summer is over.  The days are growing shorter.  The sounds and colors of nature remind us of changes in the world and in our lives.  Like Jews everywhere we will celebrate these changes.  

Although the year hasn’t changed on our regular calendar, we celebrate Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, today.  Why now, in the fall?  Long ago -- thousands of years ago -- our ancestors were farmers near the banks of the Nile River in today’s Egypt.  Each year at the end of the fall harvest they held a special festival to celebrate the end of one year’s farm work and the beginning of another.  Many years later, that festival came to be called Rosh Hashanah, which means “beginning of the year”.  

Today, fall is still a time of new beginnings.  In the fall, after a summer of fun and relaxation, we return to school and work.  The shorter days and longer nights and the coolness in the air make us eager to meet the challenge of new experiences -- new teachers, new friends, new opportunities.  A new year in the fall makes a lot of sense – maybe more so than the new year on January 1st.    

Congregation:  Today we welcome a new year!
Reader 1:  There is an ancient sound that calls the Jewish people to attention, a sound that calls us to action.  It is the sound of the shofar, the ram’s horn – the first musical instrument of the Jewish people. 

In ancient times, the shofar was used to warn people of danger, to call them to battle against attacking enemies, to summon men and women to public meetings, and to announce the election of new rulers.

Today we will hear the sound of the shofar calling on us to reflect on the meaning of Rosh Hashanah.  Today it warns us of the danger of doing nothing, it calls to battle our excuses, it summons us to work together to make a better world and it announces that the time for change is now.
Cantor and Shofar:

T’kee-ah! 




Sing Together:

He-nay Mah Tov 





He-nay ma-tov  u-ma na-yim





She-vet a-chim gam ya-chad  (2x)





He-nay ma-tov




She-vet a-chim gam ya-chad.  (2x)

He-nay ma-tov  u-ma na-yim




She-vet a-chim gam ya-chad  (2x





He-nay ma-tov he-nay ma-tov




La la la la la la la la la la  
(2x)

He-nay ma-tov  u-ma-na-yim





She-vet a-chim gam ya-chad
(2x)
(Translation: How good and pleasant it is when people live together in harmony.)
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“Feathers”:  A Jewish folktale adapted and told by Marcia Kosstrin
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Leader:  Rosh Hashanah is a day of many meanings and many names.  It is celebrated as the beginning of beginnings.  The Hebrew word “rosh” means “head”—head of the year.  Some call it the birthday of the world.  On this day we think about the world with special happiness.
Congregation:  We give thanks for all that is good and beautiful in the world.  

Leader:  Rosh Hashanah is also called Yom T’ruah, the day of the Shofar.   The Torah says:  “In the seventh month on the first day of the month, there shall be a solemn service, a time to refrain from work, a day of commemoration proclaimed to the sound of the Shofar.”   (Leviticus 23:24)
Congregation:  The sound of the Shofar wakes us up, reminding us to do our best.
Leader:  Rosh Hashanah is also called Yom Ha-Zikaron, the Day of Remembering.  It is a day to remember the good deeds we performed, and the mistakes we made -- the good days and bad, the glad ones and the sad.   

Congregation:  We think about the good and the not-so-good days we had.

Leader:  Another name for Rosh Hashanah is Yom Ha-Din, the Day of Judgment.    According to Jewish legend, everything we did in the past year is examined. If we were good, the legend tells us, we will be inscribed for a good new year in the Book of Life.  If not, our new year will be full of problems, struggles and just plain bad days.

Reader 2:   
Life Happens

Bad hair days and mixed-up romance,

Told that there’s gooey stuff stuck to your pants,

Getting a sister when you wanted a brother,

Finding that “life skills” is taught by your mother,

Slipping and falling and ripping your jeans,

Discovering your sister has ruined your things.

Sometimes life gives us days full of laughter.

And then we have some that are filled with disaster.

Some things that happen aren’t part of our plans

We have to roll with it and just throw up our hands.

What life will bring next is predicted by none,

Which makes it exciting and often more fun.  

(Irene Dunlap and Patty Hansen, Chicken Soup for the Preteen Soul II 2, 121)

Leader:  Of course, there is really no such Book of Life, but thinking about our life in this way helps us to change. Are last year’s pages full of wrinkles and blotches; creases, and stains -- lies and fighting, teasing and yelling?  This holiday tells us we can put them aside. The ten days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur give us a chance to erase the messed-up pages and keep the ones we are proud of.   Most of us think that we have been pretty good.  We probably think we always treat others fairly, especially members of our own family -- our brothers and sisters, our parents, even our pets.  Probably we think we are always polite and kind and fair.  We probably think we are just fine, and that’s what we want to hear, like the child in this poem.

Reader 3:    Tell Me

Tell me I’m clever,

Tell me I’m kind.

Tell me I’m talented.

Tell me I’m cute.

Tell me I’m sensitive,

Graceful and wise.

Tell me I’m perfect —

but tell me the truth.


(Shel Silverstein, Falling Up, 154)

Leader:  Maybe we are fooling ourselves, because we don’t like to admit our mistakes.  But the truth is, none of us is perfect.  Rosh Hashanah gives us the chance to look at our behavior honestly and try to be better than we have been.

Reader 3:  Rosh Hashanah is more than a day off from school, singing songs and eating apples and honey; it is also a day to sit and think.  It is the beginning of a new year, but also the end of the year just passed.  

As I look back on the year, I will think about the good deeds I did for my family, my friends and others.  I will think about the things I am most proud of.  But I must also think about the times I could have done better, tried harder, acted with more kindness.  There were times I did things I knew were wrong.  I made mistakes, I may have told lies or refused to help when I was asked.  These are things I don’t want to think about.  I want to forget about them.  But Rosh Hashanah is a day set aside to remind myself about them.
Leader:   Rosh Hashanah also gives us the chance to do one very simple thing to make those things at least a little better.  We can say, “I’m sorry.”  We can ask for forgiveness for all the times when we didn’t do the right thing.  Think silently of someone you want to say “I’m sorry” to.
Congregation:   For the wrongs I have committed, forgive me.      

Leader:  On this day, as we say “I’m sorry”, we also listen for “I’m sorry.”  We open our hearts to forgive our brothers and sisters, our family and friends and anyone who may have hurt our feelings or harmed us in some way in the past year.  Think of someone you are willing to forgive, and to start fresh with.  
Sing Together:

Na-ase Shalom

Na-a-se sha-lom ba-o-lam

Na-a-se sha-lom a-lay-nu
V’al kol ha-o-lam.

V’-eem-ru eem-ru shalom.

Na-a-se sha-lom
Na-a-se sha-lom

Sha-lom a-lay-nu
V’-al kol ha-o-lam            (2x)

(Translation: Let us make peace and friendship for all the world.)
Leader:  Rosh Hashanah can be a turning point for us.  We can get rid of our old habits and mistakes and adopt new ideas and new ways of thinking.  We remember the times this past year when we changed some of our old behaviors that weren’t so good, and we look forward to the turning points in the year to come.  How will we act when we have to make decisions at those moments?

Reader 4:  
The Voice

There is a voice inside of you

That whispers all day long,

“I feel that this is right for me, I know that this is wrong.”

No teacher, preacher, parent, friend

Or wise man can decide

What’s right for you — just listen to 

The voice that speaks inside





                                       (Shel Silverstein, Falling Up, p. 38)

Leader:  Take a moment and think about how today can be a turning point for you.  What would you change if you could in the world that you live in?  What would you change about yourself?  This is a special secret that only you will know.
Reader 5: 
We need to change our actions.  

We need to make fewer demands on our parents.  

We need to be more helpful to our brothers and sisters.  

We need to share more openly with our friends.  

We need to organize our time better for study and games.

Reader 1:  More than 2,000 years ago, one of our most revered teachers, Rabbi Hillel, wrote these famous words: “If I am not for myself, who will be for me?  And if I am only for myself, what am I?  And if I do not act now, then when?”
Reader 2:  Another great Jewish teacher, Maimonides, who lived 900 years ago, told us the most important good deed we can perform is to help others, even those we don’t know, without their having to ask.

Reader 3:  We understand that now is the time to live as we should.  We must not wait for tomorrow or another time to live by the teachings of our parents, our ancestors or our Jewish heritage.

Congregation:  The time is now to live as we have learned:

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

“What is hateful to you, do not do to anyone else.”

“Do what is right, love kindness, walk humbly.”

Leader:   On this Rosh Hashanah afternoon, we have sat together, sung together and thought together.  Let us now listen once again to the Shofar’s voice, as it awakens us and calls us to action.  It tells us to open our eyes, our ears and our minds to the world around us, and to make good use of the truth we discover.  And let’s not forget tomorrow what we learned today.  Let the first call remind us to see ourselves as we truly are.

Cantor and Shofar:  

T’kee-ah! 




Leader:  Let the second call remind us to become the best person we can be.

Cantor and Shofar: 

She-va-reem! 




Leader: Let the third call remind us to do what is right and kind for others.

Cantor and Shofar:  

Te-roo-ah!




Leader: Let the final call remind us to work for a just and peaceful world.

Cantor and Shofar:  

T’kee-ah  G’do-lah!


Leader:  May this gathering of our community lead us to keep our promises with acts of kindness, peace and love.  May we be inscribed for a good year in the Book of Life.

L’Shanah Tovah!

Please stand.

Sing Together: 
Shalom Cha-ve-rim 



Shalom cha-ve-rim,

Shalom cha-ve-rim,

Shalom, shalom.

L’hit-ra-a-ot, l’hit-ra-a-ot,

Shalom, shalom.

(2x)
(Translation: “Peace dear friends, peace, peace.  Until we meet again, peace, peace.”)

Note: This service was compiled and edited, based on the CHJ family services of 2006 and 2005.
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